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Using Class Actions in  
Brazil to protect the homeless 



 
PUBLIC DEFENDERS AND  

THE PROTECTION OF SOCIAL RIGHTS  
OF  VULNERABLE PEOPLE,  

THROUGH LEGAL AID  
AND CLASS ACTION  

- THE CASE OF ñSOCIAL RENTò 
PROGRAM IN RIO DE JANEIRO -  



Before the Law stands a doorkeeper on guard! 



Housing rights in the Brazilian Law : 

 a right promised but not fully 

guaranteed 



Ein) 

ÅRight to housing ð part of the right to an 

adequate standard of living - recognized  in 

many international rights documents. 

 

Å Brazil enshrines in its Federal Constitution 

(Article 6) a right to housing, among several 

other social rights. 

 

ÅIt is a responsibility not only of the federal 

government but also of the state and municipal 

government 

 

 



Ein) ÅIt is a òjusticiableó right, from which derive 

positive and negative obligations 

 

ÅEven if it does not imposes òimmediate dutiesó 

to government, there is a consensus that 

progressive obligations derive from it, òincluding 

some kind of program for ensuring emergency 

reliefó (Cass Sustein) 

 

ÅThe enormous rate of housing exclusion in 

Brazil (lack of consistent public policies to 

provide adequate houses, after the òrural 

exodusó linked to the industrialization of the 

country) : growth of favelas/slums 



Ein) 

ÅMeasures/programs  aimed to make effective 

the right to housing to low income people: 

 

ÅFederal program òMinha Casa, Minha Vida! (My 

home, my life!), launched in 2009 

 

ÅSocial Rent Programs, as a transitory benefit 

to be paid  (by the State or Municipalities) in 

cases of emergency situations (natural 

disasters, for example) or in cases of serious 

need to remove dwellers from their houses 

(public interest works, risk prevention, etc) 

 



Threats and violations  

of the right to housing  

of the most vulnerable 

people in  

Rio de Janeiro  
 



Ein) 

In the first decade of the twenty-first century, Rio de 

Janeiro began a period of enthusiasm with prospects of 

urban renewal and improvement of its infrastructure, in 

order to prepare for a succession of worldwide mega-

events: 

ÅPan American Games, in 2007, 

ÅWorld Youth Day of the Catholic Church, in 2013,  

Å2014 World Cup final, 

Å2016 Olympics.  

This movement was boosted by a period of significant 

economic development, especially due to the discovery 

of huge oil and gas reserves in Brazil, most of them on 

the coast of the State of Rio de Janeiro. 

 


